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10.97.010  Procedure for Establishment of a Residential On-Street Parking Permit Regulation Program

A. Pursuant to the powers granted to local governments, pursuant to Montana State law, to regulate the parking of vehicles on public streets, the use of public streets and traffic upon public streets, the City may create, pursuant to resolution, a designated area or areas of the City to be identified as residential parking permit areas during specified times of the day and week if the City Council finds that the residential area under consideration for such a designation is:

1. predominantly residential in character;

2. an area the streets of which are regularly congested with vehicles parked by persons not residing in the area and finds that the creation of a residential parking permit area in the residential area under consideration would further one or more of the following objectives:

a. promoting tranquility among residents;

b. reducing noise;

c. reducing traffic hazards; or

d. reducing litter;

3. an area where limiting the parking of vehicles along the public streets better provides adequate motor vehicle parking for residents of the area.

B. Any resolution designating an area or areas of the City as a residential permit parking area shall describe:

1. the designated public street area along which parking will be limited to vehicles registered to or controlled and exclusively used by persons residing in the area;

2. hours of each day and days of each week that the residential parking permit regulations shall be in effect;

3. the individuals eligible to obtain a permit;

4. effective dates of annual permits;

5. any special provisions or exceptions applicable to schools, churches, businesses, public park use, etc. within the residential area; and

6. Special gathering provisions for the residents in the designated residential 
areas.

C. Upon adoption of any resolution by the City designating an area for residential permit parking only, signs shall be erected along the streets identified in the ordinance prior to any enforcement of the residential parking permit regulation.  The parking signs shall give notice of the nature of the parking limitation and shall indicate the hours and days when such parking limitations shall be in effect.
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10.97.020 Limitations on Parking in a Residential Parking Permit Area   

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle on any street designated as residential permit parking during the hours and on the days set forth in a resolution adopted by the City, except in the following circumstances:

a. Those vehicles displaying a valid residential parking permit or a temporary visitor’s permit for the area; or

b. An emergency vehicle, including, but not limited to, an ambulance, fire engine or police vehicle; or

c. A clearly marked business vehicle which is under the control of a person providing service to persons or property located in the designated residential permit only parking area, including, but not limited to, a delivery vehicle; or

d. When prior notification and arrangements are made with the police department.
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10.97.030 Residential Parking Permit Application Procedure  
Application for residential parking permits shall be submitted to the City on a prescribed form and shall be accompanied by proof in a form satisfactory to the City of the applicant’s place of residence within the residential parking permit only area, as well as proof of registration of use and control of each vehicle for which a residential parking permit is sought.  Each application for a parking permit shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee as determined by a resolution of the city council.

Enc Ord 389 October 17, 1996

10.97.040 Residential Parking Permit Form and Issuance 

A. Upon approval by the City of the application of any person residing in a residential parking permit only area, a residential parking permit shall be issued for each vehicle receiving approval.  Upon approval by the City of the application of any person residing in a residential parking permit only area for temporary visitor’s permits, such permits shall be issued by the City. 

B. Each residential parking permit issued by the City for a vehicle shall set forth at least a date of issuance and the license number of the vehicle for which it is issued.  Each temporary visitor’s permit issued by the City shall set forth at least the date of issuance and the address of the resident to which it is issued.  Annual permits shall be required.  A permit shall be valid for no longer than the permit year of issuance and is not transferable.  The issuance of a residential parking permit does not serve as a guarantee that there will always be a parking space available for the permit holder on the public streets within the designated residential parking permit area.
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10.97.050 Lawful Display of Residential Parking Permits Required

A. Residential parking permits and temporary visitor’s permits shall be displayed on a vehicle in the place and in the manner prescribed by the City.  It is unlawful to either fail to display or improperly display a residential parking permit.

B. It shall be unlawful for the holder of a residential parking permit to fail to surrender it when directed to do so.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to represent in any fashion that a vehicle is entitled to a residential parking permit authorized by Section 10.97.040 when it is not so entitled.  The display of a residential parking permit on a vehicle not entitled to such a permit shall constitute such a representation.

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to duplicate, by any means, a parking permit authorized by Section 10.097.040.  It shall also be unlawful for any person to display on any vehicle such a duplicate parking permit.
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10.97.070  Severability  
If any provisions of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances are held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions of this ordinance which may be given effect without the invalid provision, and, to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable.
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